
BY CHRISTOPHER COUSINS
Times Record Staff

WOOLWICH

The grass is always greener
on the underside of Guy
Marsden’s lawn mower.

It’s greener because it was
cut by a Green Mower, and
we’re not talking colors here.

The mower, which Marsden
designed and built himself, is
powered by nothing but the
sun.

“It sounds like a big box
fan, don’t you think?” Mars-
den asked recently, demon-
strating the machine on his
shaggy lawn. “One of the best
things about it is that it’s
quiet.”

And it is. It doesn’t look like
a lawn mower, smell like a

lawnmower or sound like a
lawnmower.

But it sure cuts grass like
one.

“It surprised the heck out
of me, frankly,” said Mars-
den, who refers to himself as
a “math-impaired” self-taught
electrical engineer. “It goes
just as good as the five-horse-
power gasoline engine.”

Quite a novel idea, but how
does it do in the taller stuff ?

“I’ll show you,” said the
lanky, bearded 50-year-old
who sports a pony-tail and
round-rimmed spectacles.

While showing off his
invention recently, Marsden
veered the machine toward
higher roughage at a moder-
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NO TIMES RECORD
ON MONDAY

Because of the Labor Day
holiday, The Times Record
will not publish on Monday.

LIVING

Living in a palazzo —
for awhile, anyway

Gloria Smith, her husband
and cousin spend some
time in a historic home in
Citta di Castello, Italy.
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WORLD/NATION

Rice is key player on
President Bush’s team

Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice consults
frequently with President
Bush, and continues to
emerge as a key player on
the international scene.
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MAINE

Keeping track of sex
offenders isn’t easy

The state Department of
Corrections has a tough
time trailing convicted sex
offenders released into
the community.
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LOCAL

Volunteers help elderly 

The Greater Bath Elder
Outreach Network seeks
volunteers to match with
older people in the
community.
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SPORTS

Hoering key player in
Falcons’  field hockey 

Katherine Hoering of
Freeport has been playing
field hockey year round
since she was 11; the
high school senior opens
her fourth season today.
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SATURDAY’S WEATHER:

Partly cloudy and breezy.  
Page 24.

TRI-STATE LOTTERIES
Thursday 

Day Pick 3: 4-6-5
Day Pick 4: 6-4-8-0

Evening Pick 3: 9-6-7
Evening Pick 4: 7-4-1-8

BRUNSWICK — It seems a little
unnecessary to have TWO drive-in
restaurants on ONE road. How
could both survive?

I would be the first to admit that

I’m biased. My family and friends
always go to one of the drive-ins,
but probably only because it does-
n’t have the word “lobster” in the
name (unfortunately, I belong to a
crowd that avoids seafood). But
after this week, that preference
could be changing.

Morse’s Lobster Shack, an off-
shoot of Morse’s Lobster in Harp-
swell, is a darling combination of
drive-in and lobster shack. It’s got
the same feeling as the better-
known drive-in down the road,
“lights on for service.” That whole
drive-in scheme makes me nostal-
gic for a time when I wasn’t even
alive.

However, seafood in the car
sounds like it could get messy, so I
headed inside.

Buoys and rope adorn an out-
door deck that faces the Bowdoin
Pines. The indoor seating area is

CORINNE FAY

MORSE’S 
LOBSTER
SHACK 
DRIVE-IN,
located just
beyond the
Bowdoin Pines
on Bath Road 
in Brunswick,
may lack an
ocean view, but
on every other
count it offers 
a genuine coast
of Maine
seafood 
experience.

All that’s missing is the ocean view
Local bites:
A summerlong quest 

for great food 
within an easy drive

Corinne Fay 

Please see OCEAN, Page 7

THIS is the 12th in a series 
of weekly reviews written by two
Brunswick High School graduates,
Corinne Fay and Marjory Sweet, who
have a  spirit of adventure when it
comes to exploring the myriad
eateries to be found within 
an hour of Brunswick. Since Marjory
has headed back to college, Corinne
this week has written a solo review.

BY ELIZABETH DORSEY
Times Record Staff

BRUNSWICK

In the 10 days since learn-
ing of Brunswick Naval Air
Station’s probable closure, the
public has generated a dizzy-
ing eddy of questions. How
will the town take ownership
of the base property? How
will it be redeveloped? Who
will pay for it? When will it
happen?

Federal and state officials
visited Brunswick on Thurs-
day to attempt to allay anxi-
eties and answer some of the
key questions. But they all
cautioned that the base clo-
sure process will be slow,
complex and possibly quite
different than previous base
closure rounds. There is time
to make plans, however, and
resources exist to help, they
said.

“This is a marathon, not a

Please see SUN, Page 6

He plugs his lawnmower into the sun

JENNIFER PURINGTON / THE TIMES RECORD

GUY MARSDEN pushes the solar-powered lawn mower he
invented. The solar panels, seen on the right outside his work-
shop in Woolwich, collect energy from the sun and then trans-
fer it through a cord to the battery of the lawn mower.

BY VICTORIA WALLACK
Times Record Bureau

AUGUSTA

Doctors who care for low-
income people in Maine are
threatening to drop Medicaid
patients because of the slow
progress being made on fix-
ing the state’s computer sys-
tem, which has stalled mil-
lions of dollars in payments
since January.

In the meantime, the price
tag for fixing the problem
keeps soaring.

On top of an estimated $4
million to pay outside con-
tract and consulting fees
already announced — with
about half going to the
accounting firm of Deloitte-
Touche — the state has
entered into a separate con-
tract with Deloitte to help
redesign the Medicaid depart-
ment so problems like the
computer meltdown won’t
happen again. That contract
over the next two years is

Doctors 
fed up with
Medicaid
fee delays

Please see MEDICAID, Page 23

• Stalled payments spur
some doctors to threaten
dropping Maine patients
covered by Medicaid.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

VICTIMS of Hurricane Katrina argue with National Guard members on Thursday in New Orleans as they try to get onto buses
headed to Houston. Frustration was building as evacuees have been staying in the Superdome under primitive conditions since
Sunday. 

BY ALLEN G. BREED
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS

An explosion at a chemical depot jolt-
ed residents awake early today, illumi-
nating the pre-dawn sky with red and
orange flames over a city awash in
corpses and under siege from looters.
There were no immediate reports of
injuries from the blast.

Vibrations from the blast along the
Mississippi River and a few miles east of
the French Quarter were felt all the way

downtown. A series of smaller blasts fol-
lowed and then a cyclone of acrid, black
smoke.

To jittery residents of New Orleans, it
was yet another fearful sight in a city
that has deteriorated rapidly since Katri-
na slammed ashore Monday morning.

Congress was rushing through a $10.5
billion aid package, the Pentagon
promised 1,400 National Guardsmen a
day to stop the looting and President
Bush planned to visit the region today.
But city officials were seething with
anger about what they called a slow fed-
eral response following Hurricane Katri-
na.

“They don’t have a clue what’s going
on down there,” Mayor Ray Nagin told
WWL-AM Thursday night. “They flew
down here one time two days after the
doggone event was over with TV cam-

eras, AP reporters, all kind of (obscenity
deleted) — excuse my French everybody
in America — but I am pissed.”

Seeking to deflect rising criticism of
the federal response, Michael Brown,
director of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, said today: “In this cat-
astrophic event, everything that we had
pre-positioned and ready to go became
overwhelmed immediately after the
storm.”

Thursday saw thousands being evacu-
ated by bus to Houston from the hot and
stinking Superdome. Fistfights and fires
erupted amid a seething sea of tense,
suffering people who waited in a lines
that stretched a half-mile to board yellow
school buses. The looting continued.

Gov. Kathleen Blanco called the looters

Seething anger
• Explosions rock the
New Orleans’ waterfront
as lawlessness frustrates
officials.

Please see ANGER,
Back page this section

Life
after
BNAS
• Gov. John Baldacci and
others discuss next steps
with local businesses
and officials.

Please see BNAS,
Back page this section



BY LAURIE DORAN
Times Record Contributor

LITCHFIELD

The smell of sweet sage fills
the air. A beating drum sets
the rhythm for native Ameri-
can dancers performing here
at the sixth annual Intertribal
Morning Star Pow-Wow.

As many as 100 or more
tribes were represented at the
celebratory event. They came
from Canada, Vermont,
Maine, Florida — there was
even a family from Ecuador.
They came to celebrate
Native American culture.

This year’s powwow fea-
tured a men’s drumming
group and a women’s drum-
ming group. According to
some Native American leg-
ends, women were the origi-
nal drummers in the tribe as
the drum represents the
heartbeat of Mother Earth.
But as time went on, the
women gave the drum to the
men in order to devote them-
selves fully to the job of chil-
drearing.

Long ago, it was prophesied
that when the tops of the
trees came down, the women
would drum again. In the 1997
ice storm the tops of the trees
came down and the women
began drumming again. The
prophecy came to life.

Red Hawk Medicine Drum
is the only public women’s
drumming group in Maine.
The beat of the drum is loud
and strong as are the voices of
the singers. No words are
sung but intonations convey
the emotion.

According to Native Ameri-
can legend, there was a time
when people and animals
spoke the same language, and
that is the reason why there
are no words in the songs.
Words have meaning, where-
as emotions are infinite and
therefore reach the Great
Spirit.

The powwow is an ancient
tradition that celebrates life.
Powwows held today carry on
the ancient traditions with a
modern twist: There are ven-
dors and displays welcoming

the public. The crafts, the
drumming, the songs, the
feast, and the ancient stories
all offer a depth of insight
into the rich culture of Native
Americans.

In one corner of the power,
a group of young children sat
crossed-legged on the ground
and listened intently as story-
teller Helen Quiet Thunder
began telling the ancient tale
of “Bear and Chipmunk.”

“Long ago all the animals
spoke the same language,”
she said. “One day as Bear
was walking through the
woods he said, ‘I am Bear. I
am the biggest creature in the
forest. I am the strongest
creature in the forest, and I
can do anything.’

“Just then, Bear heard a
small voice coming from the
ground. ‘You can not do any-
thing,’ said a chipmunk stick-
ing his head out of the
ground.’

“‘I am bear and I can do
anything.’

“‘Can you make the sun not
come up in the morning?’
asked Chipmunk.

“‘If I say the sun will not
rise, then the sun WILL NOT
come up,’ said Bear.

“There sat Bear and Chip-
munk on a log all night long
— waiting for the sun NOT to
come up in the morning. As
they sat there together all
night long, Bear chanted ‘the
sun will NOT come up.’

“Chipmunk sang, ‘The sun
will rise. The sun will rise
and Bear will be so foolish.’

“After a long night of wait-
ing a golden glow appeared.
‘The sun will NOT come up,’
commanded the Bear.

“‘The sun is going to rise
and Bear is going to be so
foolish,’ said Chipmunk.
Chipmunk laughed and
laughed. He laughed so hard
that he fell off the log onto

the ground.
“Bear’s paw came down on

top of Chipmunk.
“‘Oh, please Bear I am so

small, lift your paw just a lit-
tle so I can breathe, Bear. And
I promise you that I will
praise you strong Bear.’

“Bear liked the idea of
being praised. So, Bear lifted
his paw just a little.”

“Chipmunk ran as fast as
he could to get away from
Bear, but Bear’s paw came
down on Chipmunk and
scratched his back while he
tried to run away. Chipmunk
ran deep into the hole in the
ground. Chipmunk’s wounds
were deep and he didn’t come
out of his hole until the
wounds on his back had
healed. And to this day Chip-
munk has white and black
stripes on his back to remem-
ber that it is not nice to make
fun of other people.”

This tale is among many
that teach children important
lesson’s about life. The tales
are passed on from one gener-
ation to another. In recent
times, some have been writ-
ten to preserve the culture.

Gary, a member of the
Lakota tribe, had set up his
tipi and allowed the public to
step inside his “home.” He
used the occasion to demon-
strate how the Lakota tribe
teaches  children important
lifelong values.

The 14 poles that frame the
tipi, he said, each represent a
value. So, as the poles are put
in place, the parent would
identify to the child the value
attached to each pole and
explain its importance to
their life.

Inside the tipi, a card iden-
tified the values: self-control,
protection, hope, god-child
rearing, strength, sharing,
thankfulness, cleanliness,
kinship, love, happiness,
humility, respect and obedi-
ence. Together, the poles form
a strong foundation for a
home and the values for a
strong foundation for a per-
son.

Lone Wolf, the son of Morn-
ing Star, who is the hostess of
the Litchfield powwow,
described the Native Ameri-
can perspective on how the

ancient wisdom of the elders
gets passed on to the younger
generations.

“You need to listen with
your heart and not with your
thinking to learn,” he said.

He offered another example
of Native American culture
and way of life.

“When a man was here for
10 minutes, he needed to go to
the hospital,” said Lone Wolf.
“When he returned, his tent
was set up and all his things
to sell were placed out on the
table. Everything was done.
That’s the way it is. We help
each other.”

“Everything we do is con-
sidered a prayer,” said Glen of
the Mic Mac tribe. “Dancing
is part of prayer. Prayers
should come from the heart.”

The skilled crafts of bas-
ketry and bead work were evi-
dent throughout the powwow.
Many of the craftspeople said
they learned the art from the
elders.

Two Feathers, who has
been told she is of Cherokee
and Black Foot tribes, is an
herbalist and craftsperson.
She explained that everything
has “spirit” or “energy.” For
example, placing your hand a
few inches away from her
dream catchers, made of nat-
ural material, the energy
from one to another feels dif-
ferent.

While conversing with a
visitor, Two Feathers showed
humility, saying: “When I
stop thinking, and listen to
you, then you become my
teacher and I become your
student,” she said.

As the sun set, a feast was
held. Everybody contributed
something, and a group of
Native Americans volun-
teered hours of time to help
prepare the feast.

Everyone stood in a huge
circle and held hands. An
ancient song was sung in
Native American tongue and
a prayer was offered.

There was food enough to
feed all the Native American
men, women, and children
who made it possible for
another powwow to grace the
land at Litchfield Fair
Grounds.
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Helping families who need
homes and homes who

need families
FORMER MARINE SPECIALIZING

IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE

“Your trusted advisor,
skilled negotiator, and expert facillitator”

ANY QUESTIONS?
Ask for Rob Greenwell, REALTOR®

Rob Greenwell

37 Mill Street, Brunswick
(207)721-9999  Ext. #117

TOWN OF PHIPPSBURG
COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED

Would you like to contribute to your community? 
The Town of Phippsburg has openings on the following committees:

Board of Appeals: 1- Alternate Member (3 year term)

Center Pond Alewife Committee: 2 - Regular Members (3 year terms)

Community Access TV Committee: 1 - Regular Member (2 year term)

Conservation Commission: 1 - Regular Member (1 year term)
2 - Regular Members (2 year terms)
1 - Regular Member (3 year term)

Road Committee: 1 - Alternate Member (2 year term)

Shellfish Conversation Commission: 1 - Alternate Member (2 year term)

Anyone interested in serving on one of these committees should contact Mike Young at the
Phippsburg Town Office at 389-2653 prior to September 20th.
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 • pan-tossed haddock sandwich •“somewhat famous” crabcake sandwich • french fries

FIVE ISLANDS LOBSTER CO.
AND GRILL ~ on the wharf ~ at FIVE ISLANDS

Summer isn’t quite over-
There’s still time for at

least one more visit to the
prettiest harbor in Maine!

Maine’s legendary “eat-on-the-dock-with-the-fishermen-
but-best-avoid-the-table-by-the-bait-shack-door”summer 
dining and boats/islands/lighthouse-watching experience.

371-2990
OPEN 11:30 AM - 8:00 PM, 
7 Days A Week
Weather Permitting
Fall Hours After Labor day

(Take Rt. 127 South just
1 1/2 miles past the turn 

to Reid state Park))

• Over 30 Mobile
Homes on Display

• Single/Doubles 
2, 3 & 4 Bedroom

Boggs Homes
Corner Rte. 90 & Rte 131

Warren, ME
1-800-640-6578

www.boggshomes.com

We Will Not Be Undersold! 
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Doublewides

as low as $39,900
All homes built for Maine 

with 2x6 walls, thermal windows,
upgrade insulation pkg.

Financing Trade-Ins Statewide
Available Welcome Delivery

- WHERE LEARNING IS ALWAYS FUN -
~ NURSERY SCHOOL PROGRAM ~

Ages 1-5 Yrs., Cost Based On Ages
8:00 - 11:45

Two Day • Three  Day • Five Day Programs
Full Time Care includes all Nursery School Programs

Featuring...
“Learning Through the Exploration Of Our Environment”

• Professional Teaching Staff w/Degrees, 
Or Extensive Training in E.C.E., Essential To Quality Care

• Hands-On-Curriculum • Preschool French 
• Self Directed Learning Environment 

• Gymnastics • Computer Centers • 20 Acres to Explore 
• Mini Farm • Field Trips • All Natural Food Program, 

Catering to Special Dietary Needs • Nutritious Breakfast, Lunch & Snack
• Cap & Gown Graduation • Developmental Screening

• Before & After School Age Program, at a Price You Can Afford

25 Years of Experience
Full Time • Part Time • Mornings • Half Days 

Single Days • Before & After School Care
Serving Ages Infant - School Age

2 1/2 years through school age.
Vouchers & Aspire Accepted.

DISCOUNT SPACE AVAILABLE TO QUALIFYING FAMILIES!
McKeen Street Learning Center

111 McKeen Street
Brunswick

729-5054

Country Kids Academy
468 Meadow Rd

Topsham

725-4617

ate pace and didn’t slow down
when he got there. The motor
slowed a bit as the blade
chewed through, but the
result was as good as you
could expect — shorter grass.
And he used no fuel except for
what shone down from the
sun.

Three solar panels mount-
ed on the roof of his shed are
wired to a charge controller
box — which he bought on
eBay — that is inside the
shed. An old computer power
cord connects it all to the
mower, charging a 12-volt bat-
tery mounted atop the mower
deck.

In good weather, the battery
charges in about three to four
days and can power the
mower for up to 40 minutes.
Running a gas mower for 30
minutes produces as much
pollution as a car driving 150
miles, he said.

“I know I come across like a
rabid ‘Greeny,’ but I’m not,”
he said. “I’m a sensible ‘Gree-
ny.’”

Marsden and his wife try to
curb their energy use wherev-
er they can. They drive a low-
emission hybrid/electric car
and his shop is kept warm
with solar-powered radiant
heat. The hydronic solar pan-
els that heat the shop are
mounted right next to photo-
voltaic solar panels that
charge the mower.

In winter, Marsden uses the
photo-voltaic panels to run
circulator pumps for the heat-
ing system.

The mower’s gas engine —
which didn’t work anyway —
is discarded in a crooked kil-
ter in an area of dirt and
weeds, earmarked for the
dump.

“It’s morally offensive to
me on a certain level to be
burning gas like that,” said
Marsden, whose exploits have
taken him everywhere from a
“Star Trek” movie set to
inventing electrical gizmos
for inventors throughout the
country and around the
world.

“We’re running out of oil
and we need to make people
conscious of alternative ener-
gy choices,” he said.

To do his part, Marsden has
posted detailed instructions
on his Web site about how to
convert a gasoline mower to
solar power. The information
can be found at
www.arttec.net/Solar_Mower.

ccousins@timesrecord.com
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Celebrating the Native American culture

LAURIE DORAN

A NATIVE AMERICAN dancer moves to the beat of drumming
at the Litchfield powwow.



BY LAURIE DORAN
Times Record Contributor

LITCHFIELD

The smell of sweet sage fills
the air. A beating drum sets
the rhythm for native Ameri-
can dancers performing here
at the sixth annual Intertribal
Morning Star Pow-Wow.

As many as 100 or more
tribes were represented at the
celebratory event. They came
from Canada, Vermont,
Maine, Florida — there was
even a family from Ecuador.
They came to celebrate
Native American culture.

This year’s powwow fea-
tured a men’s drumming
group and a women’s drum-
ming group. According to
some Native American leg-
ends, women were the origi-
nal drummers in the tribe as
the drum represents the
heartbeat of Mother Earth.
But as time went on, the
women gave the drum to the
men in order to devote them-
selves fully to the job of chil-
drearing.

Long ago, it was prophesied
that when the tops of the
trees came down, the women
would drum again. In the 1997
ice storm the tops of the trees
came down and the women
began drumming again. The
prophecy came to life.

Red Hawk Medicine Drum
is the only public women’s
drumming group in Maine.
The beat of the drum is loud
and strong as are the voices of
the singers. No words are
sung but intonations convey
the emotion.

According to Native Ameri-
can legend, there was a time
when people and animals
spoke the same language, and
that is the reason why there
are no words in the songs.
Words have meaning, where-
as emotions are infinite and
therefore reach the Great
Spirit.

The powwow is an ancient
tradition that celebrates life.
Powwows held today carry on
the ancient traditions with a
modern twist: There are ven-
dors and displays welcoming

the public. The crafts, the
drumming, the songs, the
feast, and the ancient stories
all offer a depth of insight
into the rich culture of Native
Americans.

In one corner of the power,
a group of young children sat
crossed-legged on the ground
and listened intently as story-
teller Helen Quiet Thunder
began telling the ancient tale
of “Bear and Chipmunk.”

“Long ago all the animals
spoke the same language,”
she said. “One day as Bear
was walking through the
woods he said, ‘I am Bear. I
am the biggest creature in the
forest. I am the strongest
creature in the forest, and I
can do anything.’

“Just then, Bear heard a
small voice coming from the
ground. ‘You can not do any-
thing,’ said a chipmunk stick-
ing his head out of the
ground.’

“‘I am bear and I can do
anything.’

“‘Can you make the sun not
come up in the morning?’
asked Chipmunk.

“‘If I say the sun will not
rise, then the sun WILL NOT
come up,’ said Bear.

“There sat Bear and Chip-
munk on a log all night long
— waiting for the sun NOT to
come up in the morning. As
they sat there together all
night long, Bear chanted ‘the
sun will NOT come up.’

“Chipmunk sang, ‘The sun
will rise. The sun will rise
and Bear will be so foolish.’

“After a long night of wait-
ing a golden glow appeared.
‘The sun will NOT come up,’
commanded the Bear.

“‘The sun is going to rise
and Bear is going to be so
foolish,’ said Chipmunk.
Chipmunk laughed and
laughed. He laughed so hard
that he fell off the log onto

the ground.
“Bear’s paw came down on

top of Chipmunk.
“‘Oh, please Bear I am so

small, lift your paw just a lit-
tle so I can breathe, Bear. And
I promise you that I will
praise you strong Bear.’

“Bear liked the idea of
being praised. So, Bear lifted
his paw just a little.”

“Chipmunk ran as fast as
he could to get away from
Bear, but Bear’s paw came
down on Chipmunk and
scratched his back while he
tried to run away. Chipmunk
ran deep into the hole in the
ground. Chipmunk’s wounds
were deep and he didn’t come
out of his hole until the
wounds on his back had
healed. And to this day Chip-
munk has white and black
stripes on his back to remem-
ber that it is not nice to make
fun of other people.”

This tale is among many
that teach children important
lesson’s about life. The tales
are passed on from one gener-
ation to another. In recent
times, some have been writ-
ten to preserve the culture.

Gary, a member of the
Lakota tribe, had set up his
tipi and allowed the public to
step inside his “home.” He
used the occasion to demon-
strate how the Lakota tribe
teaches  children important
lifelong values.

The 14 poles that frame the
tipi, he said, each represent a
value. So, as the poles are put
in place, the parent would
identify to the child the value
attached to each pole and
explain its importance to
their life.

Inside the tipi, a card iden-
tified the values: self-control,
protection, hope, god-child
rearing, strength, sharing,
thankfulness, cleanliness,
kinship, love, happiness,
humility, respect and obedi-
ence. Together, the poles form
a strong foundation for a
home and the values for a
strong foundation for a per-
son.

Lone Wolf, the son of Morn-
ing Star, who is the hostess of
the Litchfield powwow,
described the Native Ameri-
can perspective on how the

ancient wisdom of the elders
gets passed on to the younger
generations.

“You need to listen with
your heart and not with your
thinking to learn,” he said.

He offered another example
of Native American culture
and way of life.

“When a man was here for
10 minutes, he needed to go to
the hospital,” said Lone Wolf.
“When he returned, his tent
was set up and all his things
to sell were placed out on the
table. Everything was done.
That’s the way it is. We help
each other.”

“Everything we do is con-
sidered a prayer,” said Glen of
the Mic Mac tribe. “Dancing
is part of prayer. Prayers
should come from the heart.”

The skilled crafts of bas-
ketry and bead work were evi-
dent throughout the powwow.
Many of the craftspeople said
they learned the art from the
elders.

Two Feathers, who has
been told she is of Cherokee
and Black Foot tribes, is an
herbalist and craftsperson.
She explained that everything
has “spirit” or “energy.” For
example, placing your hand a
few inches away from her
dream catchers, made of nat-
ural material, the energy
from one to another feels dif-
ferent.

While conversing with a
visitor, Two Feathers showed
humility, saying: “When I
stop thinking, and listen to
you, then you become my
teacher and I become your
student,” she said.

As the sun set, a feast was
held. Everybody contributed
something, and a group of
Native Americans volun-
teered hours of time to help
prepare the feast.

Everyone stood in a huge
circle and held hands. An
ancient song was sung in
Native American tongue and
a prayer was offered.

There was food enough to
feed all the Native American
men, women, and children
who made it possible for
another powwow to grace the
land at Litchfield Fair
Grounds.
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Helping families who need
homes and homes who

need families
FORMER MARINE SPECIALIZING

IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE

“Your trusted advisor,
skilled negotiator, and expert facillitator”

ANY QUESTIONS?
Ask for Rob Greenwell, REALTOR®

Rob Greenwell

37 Mill Street, Brunswick
(207)721-9999  Ext. #117

TOWN OF PHIPPSBURG
COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED

Would you like to contribute to your community? 
The Town of Phippsburg has openings on the following committees:

Board of Appeals: 1- Alternate Member (3 year term)

Center Pond Alewife Committee: 2 - Regular Members (3 year terms)

Community Access TV Committee: 1 - Regular Member (2 year term)

Conservation Commission: 1 - Regular Member (1 year term)
2 - Regular Members (2 year terms)
1 - Regular Member (3 year term)

Road Committee: 1 - Alternate Member (2 year term)

Shellfish Conversation Commission: 1 - Alternate Member (2 year term)

Anyone interested in serving on one of these committees should contact Mike Young at the
Phippsburg Town Office at 389-2653 prior to September 20th.
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 • pan-tossed haddock sandwich •“somewhat famous” crabcake sandwich • french fries

FIVE ISLANDS LOBSTER CO.
AND GRILL ~ on the wharf ~ at FIVE ISLANDS

Summer isn’t quite over-
There’s still time for at

least one more visit to the
prettiest harbor in Maine!

Maine’s legendary “eat-on-the-dock-with-the-fishermen-
but-best-avoid-the-table-by-the-bait-shack-door”summer 
dining and boats/islands/lighthouse-watching experience.

371-2990
OPEN 11:30 AM - 8:00 PM, 
7 Days A Week
Weather Permitting
Fall Hours After Labor day

(Take Rt. 127 South just
1 1/2 miles past the turn 

to Reid state Park))

• Over 30 Mobile
Homes on Display

• Single/Doubles 
2, 3 & 4 Bedroom

Boggs Homes
Corner Rte. 90 & Rte 131

Warren, ME
1-800-640-6578

www.boggshomes.com

We Will Not Be Undersold! 
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Doublewides

as low as $39,900
All homes built for Maine 

with 2x6 walls, thermal windows,
upgrade insulation pkg.

Financing Trade-Ins Statewide
Available Welcome Delivery

- WHERE LEARNING IS ALWAYS FUN -
~ NURSERY SCHOOL PROGRAM ~

Ages 1-5 Yrs., Cost Based On Ages
8:00 - 11:45

Two Day • Three  Day • Five Day Programs
Full Time Care includes all Nursery School Programs

Featuring...
“Learning Through the Exploration Of Our Environment”

• Professional Teaching Staff w/Degrees, 
Or Extensive Training in E.C.E., Essential To Quality Care

• Hands-On-Curriculum • Preschool French 
• Self Directed Learning Environment 

• Gymnastics • Computer Centers • 20 Acres to Explore 
• Mini Farm • Field Trips • All Natural Food Program, 

Catering to Special Dietary Needs • Nutritious Breakfast, Lunch & Snack
• Cap & Gown Graduation • Developmental Screening

• Before & After School Age Program, at a Price You Can Afford

25 Years of Experience
Full Time • Part Time • Mornings • Half Days 

Single Days • Before & After School Care
Serving Ages Infant - School Age

2 1/2 years through school age.
Vouchers & Aspire Accepted.

DISCOUNT SPACE AVAILABLE TO QUALIFYING FAMILIES!
McKeen Street Learning Center

111 McKeen Street
Brunswick

729-5054

Country Kids Academy
468 Meadow Rd

Topsham

725-4617

ate pace and didn’t slow down
when he got there. The motor
slowed a bit as the blade
chewed through, but the
result was as good as you
could expect — shorter grass.
And he used no fuel except for
what shone down from the
sun.

Three solar panels mount-
ed on the roof of his shed are
wired to a charge controller
box — which he bought on
eBay — that is inside the
shed. An old computer power
cord connects it all to the
mower, charging a 12-volt bat-
tery mounted atop the mower
deck.

In good weather, the battery
charges in about three to four
days and can power the
mower for up to 40 minutes.
Running a gas mower for 30
minutes produces as much
pollution as a car driving 150
miles, he said.

“I know I come across like a
rabid ‘Greeny,’ but I’m not,”
he said. “I’m a sensible ‘Gree-
ny.’”

Marsden and his wife try to
curb their energy use wherev-
er they can. They drive a low-
emission hybrid/electric car
and his shop is kept warm
with solar-powered radiant
heat. The hydronic solar pan-
els that heat the shop are
mounted right next to photo-
voltaic solar panels that
charge the mower.

In winter, Marsden uses the
photo-voltaic panels to run
circulator pumps for the heat-
ing system.

The mower’s gas engine —
which didn’t work anyway —
is discarded in a crooked kil-
ter in an area of dirt and
weeds, earmarked for the
dump.

“It’s morally offensive to
me on a certain level to be
burning gas like that,” said
Marsden, whose exploits have
taken him everywhere from a
“Star Trek” movie set to
inventing electrical gizmos
for inventors throughout the
country and around the
world.

“We’re running out of oil
and we need to make people
conscious of alternative ener-
gy choices,” he said.

To do his part, Marsden has
posted detailed instructions
on his Web site about how to
convert a gasoline mower to
solar power. The information
can be found at
www.arttec.net/Solar_Mower.
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Check it out.

Celebrating the Native American culture

LAURIE DORAN

A NATIVE AMERICAN dancer moves to the beat of drumming
at the Litchfield powwow.


